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The Positive Place For Kids

Children need a great deal of support and guidance in order to become responsible, successful adults.  Much of this support comes from parents; however, with demanding schedules and multiple commitments, parents can often use help from experts in the field.

The Boys & Girls Club of Clermont County is a special place where kids can come to spend time with other kids and adults dedicated to helping them learn and grow.  Programs are designed to be fun, but they also provide a healthy dose of guidance to help children develop a strong sense of confidence and esteem.  It is truly The Positive Place For Kids.

A Proud History & Exciting Future

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America, originally known as the Boys Club, began in 1892.  Clubs were exclusively for boys until the mid-1980s.  

The Boys & Girls Club of Clermont County opened in 1996 in New Richmond, Ohio.  Since that time, Club membership has expanded to serve youth from other Clermont County communities. 

In 2004, the New Richmond Unit served 349 members, plus an additional 397 children in special programs, with an average daily attendance of 50.  The Club is open 21 hours per week, after school and on Friday evenings for “Teen Night.”  During the summer, the Club provides services from noon to five, Monday through Friday.

The West Clermont Unit opened on January 5, 2004. A total membership of 375 with an average daily attendance of 90 youths are currently being served. An additional 220 children who are not members were served in special programs. The Club is open 20 hours per week during the critical after-school hours of 3:00 to 7:00 P.M. Monday through Friday during the school year. The Club is also open from noon to five, Monday through Friday on non-school days and during summer months. 

Proven, Again & Again

Bill Cosby… Alex Rodriguez... Brad Pitt… Michael Jordan… President Clinton… Jackie Joyner-Kersee… Martin Sheen… Derek Jeter… Neil Diamond… Denzel Washington.

What do all of these people, and millions more throughout America, have in common? They are all alumni of Boys & Girls Clubs of America.

While many Club alumni have achieved particular distinction in fields such as entertainment, business, politics and sports, the average alumnus is not famous. Most have achieved success by getting an education, raising a family, serving their country, pursuing a career or supporting the community.

Millions have benefited from belonging to a Boys & Girls Club since the first Club opened its doors in the late 1800s. Based on research by Louis Harris & Associates, a national research group, Club alumni have very strong feelings about their individual Club experiences:

*
80% said Club staff helped them learn right from wrong 

*
95% indicated the Club was the best thing available in their community 

*
52% said participating in the Club "saved my life" 

Locally, comments from participants include:

“It’s a safe place to go when you need to talk to someone.”

“Yeah, they respect everyone.  And they make everyone treat everyone else with respect.  No matter who they are, what they look like, or where they come from.”

“I get to be in the Girl Scout troop at the Club.  A lot of girls don’t have access to that without the Club.”

“I feel welcome and wanted.”

“My favorite thing is Homework Help.  They help you figure out your work and it gives you a chance to get good grades.”

“When you walk in, they always know your name and they greet you with a smile.”

Local Stories

“Passport to Manhood has helped me see how the decisions I make affect myself and others.”

In 2002, a New Richmond 7th grader was honored as Outstanding Graduate of the Passport to Manhood class of the Youth Development Program.  Prior to the class, Todd was failing every subject in school, was well-known by the local police department, and had been suspended several times.  Now, Todd actively participates in Boys & Girls Club activities, helps younger children with their homework and activities, and has taken a leadership role among his peers.  In school, Todd’s math proficiency test scores are off the chart.  He has tackled major projects, which according to his teachers are far beyond the scope of “normal” 7th grade work, and has completed them successfully.

This is an excerpt from a 16-year-old girl’s speech to a group of businesspeople at a United Way Dinner:

“Growing up, I had always been a loner; I didn’t really have any friends and didn’t participate in any activities… My mom told me about the Boys and Girls Club … [It] sounded like exactly what I needed. …As the President of the Keystone Club, I am learning how to run a meeting and speak in front of people.  Now, instead of being a loner, I am turning into a leader. … I guess the best thing I can say about the Boys and Girls Club is that it has made me engage in my life and the lives of others around me.  I am making a difference everyday and loving it.”

From a letter from Gary Parker, Probation Officer, Clermont County Juvenile Court:

“Since becoming the probation officer, exclusively, for the New Richmond School District, my case load has decreased from 56 to 23 cases.  Thanks in large part to the opportunities for juveniles in New Richmond to engage in positive activities provided by the Boys and Girls Club, our kids spend less time wandering the streets, looking for their own forms of entertainment, which too often lead them into trouble with the authorities.”

At the 2002 graduation ceremony for the Passport to Manhood Program, the Outstanding Graduate’s mother stood to speak of how proud she is of her 14-year-old son:

“I’m a single mom.  When [my son] came to me a year ago and asked, ‘Mom, who’s going to teach me to be a man?’ I didn’t know what to do but cry.  Then I found out about Passport to Manhood and the Boys and Girls Club.  I can’t say enough about [the instructor] and this program and what they have done for [my son]!

Making Dollars Count!

Sponsors of the Boys & Girls Club of Clermont County are guaranteed to make a difference in their community.  For every $500 donated, one more child experiences the joy of learning to be self-sufficient and successful.

The Club is supported by a wide variety of sponsors, who provide both cash and in-kind donations.  It operates on a small budget — in 2003, cost was only $468 per child for the entire year!

Club funds are used efficiently to deliver valuable programs and services.  And as the Club grows, more and more efficiencies are achieved.

The Club provides the following on an ongoing basis:

*
A place to come learn & grow, after school every day and each Saturday during the school year; plus, Club is open Monday through Saturday during the summer

*
The chance to interact with professional youth workers dedicated to helping children

*
Programs such as:  (in alphabetical order)


•
Arts & Crafts


•
Computer Technology


•
POWER HOUR PLUS – Homework Help


•
Sports & fitness


•
Gameroom activities


•
Teen Center


•
SMART Moves – prevention program for all ages


•
Torch Club – leadership development for 9-12 year olds


•
SMART Girls – goal setting, responsible decision making for girls 10-18


•
Passport to Manhood – goal setting, responsible decision making for boys ages 10-18


•
Keystone Club – leadership development for 13-18 year olds

*
Special presentations and field trips on topics such as:


•
Careers


•
College visits

· Service to others

· Cultural diversity programs
Academic Achievement!

Going to the Boys & Girls Club is more than fun and games … it’s a chance to receive one-on-one attention with homework and school projects.  The Club has been running the Power Hour Plus program since 2000.  It has grown steadily, from 10 children served per day to over 90 in 2004.  And on March 28, 2003, the Boys & Girls Club of Clermont County received the “Outstanding Program” award for the Ohio Area Council of Boys & Girls Clubs for the results achieved through the Power Hour Plus program.

The Power Hour Plus Program (stats from January to December, 2004)
• 238 individual students received homework assistance

• An average of 96 students per day participated in the program

• Grade cards were collected for 67 students.  74% showed improvement in at least one subject by one letter grade

Teachers Love It!

• They reported that students demonstrated positive behavior changes

• Students also improved their school attendance record

Students Love It!

• It gives them an opportunity to get a better grasp of the subjects covered in school

• It provides opportunities for the one-on-one attention many of these children crave

• It is often cited as the favorite activity at the Club

• “It gives us a chance to get good grades!”

FAQs

What are the Core Program Areas of the Club?

• Education & career development

• Health & life skills

• Character & leadership development

• The arts

• Sports, fitness & recreation

Where are programs run?

Our New Richmond after school facility is located at 212 Market Street, New Richmond.   Our West Clermont facility operates from the Amelia Elementary School at 5 E. Main Street, Amelia. These facilities are open to all members regardless of residence.

Who can become a member of the Club?

Membership is open to any child age 6 through 18, regardless of need or background.  A membership application signed by the child and a parent or guardian is requested.  There are no residency requirements, no proof of character requirements.

What is the socio-economic makeup of your members?

The Boys & Girls Club is a FUN place for all kids.  Our members are youth from all backgrounds, all economic levels.  Our low fees and school-provided transportation remove the most significant barriers for families of limited means; families with both parents working find the Club a significantly better option to the limited after school activities and daycare services in the area.

How much is Club membership?

$5.00 per child.  This fee covers nearly all program activities.  Occasionally special programs require an additional fee.  Scholarships are available based on need.

What is the Club’s annual budget and how is it funded?

The Club’s 2004 revenue was $209,064.57.  Approximately 64% is from grants, 16% gifts & donations, 10% United Way, 9% fundraising events, 1% other.  We also receive many in-kind goods & services each year, allowing us to provide a significantly higher level of programming than our budget itself would allow. The 2004 chartering of the West Clermont Unit was made possible in large part by a grant from The Greater Cincinnati Foundation of $45,000. The Club was also approved for a $53,400 OJP (Office of Justice Programs) Federal grant for a growth initiative to be awarded over an 18 month period. A copy of the 2003 audited financial statements is included with this report. 

Do you collaborate with any other agencies or community service providers?

Our Board of Directors

Corporate Board Members:
Term ending:

John Greer – President
December 31, 2007

Mark Daniels – Vice President
December 31, 2007

Jack Tucker – Secretary
December 31, 2007

Cathy Ariapad
December 31, 2006

Ralph Aust
December 31, 2007

Barb Dardy
December 31, 2006

Cindy Jenkins
December 31, 2007

Barb Kreider
December 31, 2006

Rick Rack
December 31, 2007

Don White
December 31, 2006

Tom Wildey
December 31, 2007

Archie Wilson
December 31, 2006

Hon. Stephanie Wyler
December 31, 2007

During the year 2004, the Board of Directors met monthly on the 2nd Friday of each month, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the Royal Oak Country Club.

Annual meeting was held December 2, 2004, 6:30 p.m.

New Richmond Unit Advisory Board:

Dr. James Rannes – President

Dick Wuest – Vice President

Robert H. Davis - Secretary

Cathy Ariapad

Mark Eling

Terry Hamilton

Bob Geis

Bob McFarland

Marko Paliobagis

Peggy Wildey

Tom Wildey

West Clermont Unit Advisory Board:

Mark Daniels – President

Dave Mack – Vice President

Barb Dardy – Secretary

Rev. David Ashworth

Krista Dunham

Chief Greg Homer

Mayor Mark Menz

Absolutely!  We partner with schools, parent volunteers, local businesses, and dozens of other services agencies.  We also share program resources, best practices and other information with The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Cincinnati, the Ohio Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs, the YWCA, Clermont Senior Services, D.A.R.E., the County Sheriff’s Department and many others. 











